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SYLLABUS 

American University of Central Asia

New Generation Academy

Fall 2015

Course Name: English for Academic Purposes: Listening and Speaking 

Course code: Prep 021 ID: 2832
Instructor: Nadezhda Chubko

E-mail: chubko_n@auca.kg; Mob: 0771-17-47-63

Level: 4; 
Credit Hours: 6; 
Meeting Times: 2
Class Hours: Wednesday: 9:00-11:35;  

Office Hours: Wednesday: 11:45 - 14:25, Room 415

_____________________________________________________________________________
1. Course Description 
       Academic Listening and Speaking course is designed to help students improve their academic listening comprehension proficiency in English, assist them in developing and improving their English lecture note- taking skills and to enhance their ability to read and discuss information and issues related to the general and/or specific topics, contained in the lectures heard, develop learner autonomy and to ensure that successful students have a solid foundation in academic listening and speaking skills necessary for the undergraduate university program. During this course students will improve their understanding of academic lectures, seminars, tutorials, debates, feedback sessions, etc. This course will also enlarge students’ academic vocabulary and develop their listening and speaking skills necessary for taking a test in English language proficiency as well as improve their overall grammar proficiency.   

*This course is a blended course, with part of the instruction and learning happening online. 
2.  Learning Objectives 
Students will learn how to demonstrate competence in the following aspects of academic listening and speaking:

· Listen attentively and courteously
· Listen to a range of texts for a variety of purposes
· Listen for main ideas 
· Listen for specific information (statistics, dates, etc) 

· Recognize signpost phrases in lectures and speeches

·  Identify the speaker’s purpose from the introduction to a lecture 

· Take notes from a monologue/lecture 

· Listen for organization in lectures

· Develop students’ skills and confidence  in speaking on a variety of  academic topics
· Develop students’ ability to argue, evaluate, discuss, analyze and provide constructive criticism of their peers

· Improve grammar proficiency

3. Intended Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course students should be able to show competence in the following outcomes:

	Knowledge
	Brainstorm ideas

Recognize: 

· vocabulary in context

· main ideas and details

	Understanding
	Understand organization of a text

Interpret information from a text

Summarizing the major ideas of a text 

Demonstrate usages of vocabulary in different contexts

 Show understanding of the target topics in speaking

	Apply
	Apply new vocabulary in speaking
Experiment with different speeches such as impromptu speaking, discussions, debates and presentations
Listen for main ideas and details

	Analyze
	Being able to compare ideas

Make connections between ideas

Categorize information into parts of writing assignments

	Evaluate
	Compare ideas 
Provide peer feedback

Defend points of view

	Create
	Presentations


4. Assessment Scheme 
	
	Type of activity
	Points

	1
	Attendance and  Participation
	10 %

	2
	Academic Listening and Speaking Club Work
	10 %

	2
	Group Presentations (5 % x 12)
	60%

	3
	Progress Tests 
	10%

	12
	Individual Presentation
	10%

	
	TOTAL
	100%


	Percent
	Grade
	Percent
	Grade

	95-100%
	A+
	65-69%
	C+

	90-94%
	A
	60-64%
	C

	85-89%
	A-
	40-59%
	C-

	80-84%
	B+
	20-39%
	D

	75-79%
	B
	0-19%
	F

	70-74%
	B-
	
	


Grade/Percentage Ratio:
*Participation is evaluated out of 10%.

Students are expected to attend all classes. 

!!! At 30% of missed classes a student will get “Fail” for the course automatically. !!!

There is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences.

Students are required to be on time for all classes. If students arrive later after the start of the class, instructors have the right to refuse entry. This includes attendance at final exams.
Participation Evaluation Criteria 

	10 %
	Student always contributes actively and positively in class and works well with classmates. Tasks and homework are always completed on time. Overall, displays an excellent attitude. 

	8 %
	Student is nearly always active and positive in class. 90% of tasks and homework are completed on time.

	6 %
	Student shows reasonable attitude in class, contributing well most of the time. But sometimes homework and other tasks are not completed or given on time (70 % to 80 %)

	4 %
	Student participates passively. Generally does not cooperate in group activities. Tasks and homework are often not done on time.

	2 %
	Student’s contribution is rarely adequate. Negative or apathetic class conduct. Tasks seldom or never done.



	0%
	Unable to judge properly due to total or almost total of participation or attendance.


5. Books and Materials
· Tony Lynch, Study: Listening, 2nd ed., Cambridge, 2007.

· Tess Feree, Kim Sanabria, NorthStar 4: Listening and Speaking, 3rd ed., Pearson-Longman, 2009
Study

Online Access
Each student should have access to the Internet and must register for the Moodle e-course and Facebook  in the first week of classes. All class-related email communication will be done through the Moodle platform and Facebook. 

     Some materials may be provided by the instructor.  In addition to these, students are expected to find their own materials and information by searching the Internet, using the library’s printed and online resources (such as JSTOR, Ebrary and Ebscohost), reading English-language newspapers and magazines, listening to audio resources (such as podcasts and online documentaries and lectures), and watching English-language television news programs and documentaries.  The following are strongly recommended as a basic list of sites for news and commentary (written and audio):

BBC Radio 4 and BBC World News for an extensive range of audio and podcasts resources


www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/podcasts/  and  http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/    

Academic Earth: This site provides hundreds of free video lectures from professors at leading universities such as Yale, Stanford, Harvard, and more.

http://academicearth.org/

Free Video Lectures: This site’s vision: “Everybody from every nook and corner of the world should be able to access the best Knowledge Resources available.”
http://freevideolectures.com/
Videolectures.net: Almost 7000 video lectures, with a high emphasis on Computer Science. This site makes good use of Web 2.0 tools, having a Facebook Group and Twitter account. This site also introduced me to the interesting “Opencast Project” open courseware initiative.

http://videolectures.net/
LearnersTV: ”Video Lectures, Video Courses, Science Animations, Lecture Notes, Online Test, Lecture Presentations. Absolutely Free”

http://www.learnerstv.com/index.php
http://iteslj.org/links/ESL/Listening/Podcasts/
6. Teaching and Learning Philosophy and Methodology 

         The instructor’s role is to guide students as they develop English language skills required for studying in their academic departments.  The student has the responsibility to develop appropriate independent study habits and produce work in a timely manner to the required standard.

        Teaching methods are oriented towards student-centered learning.  Effective instruction includes a combination of methods, including mini-lectures, class or group work, consultations with the instructor. Students should expect to contribute actively.  Emphasis is on discovery and task-based learning so that students learn to increasingly take control of their own learning process.  An emphasis on formative assessment is reflected in nominal marks for the progress tests and accomplishment of class assignments. The instructor will encourage students to become autonomous learners: to be responsible for improving the quality of their learning.
7. Week-by-week Schedule 

	Week
	Topic
	Assignments


	Assessment

	Week 1


	Syllabus

Parts of Speech 

North Star 4: Unit 1

Information Overload
	Syllabus Revision


	Syllabus Revision
Pre-Test

	Week 2
	Note-taking Strategies

Identifying Listening Problems

Parts of Speech
North Star 4: Unit 1

Information Overload
	Mind Map (parts of speech)
	

	Week 3
	Predicting
Parts of Sentence 

North Star 4: Unit 1

Information Overload
	Video 1 (Parts of Speech)
Radio Show
	Progress Test 1

	Week 4
	Inferencing
Sentence Types  (Noun Clause, Adverb Clause, Adjective Clause)
North Star 4:  Unit 2

The Achilles Heel
	Video 2 (Parts of Sentence)
	Progress Test 2

	Week 5
	Evaluating

Subject- Verb Agreement
 North Star 4:  Unit 2

The Achilles Heel
	Video 3 (Sentence Types)
A Public Service

Announcement
	Progress Test 3

	Week 6
	Inversion

North Star 4:  Unit 3

Early to Bed, Early to Rise…
	Video 4 (Subject-Verb Agreement)
	Progress Test 4

	Week 7
	Verb Tenses 

North Star 4:  Unit 3

Early to Bed, Early to Rise…
	Video 5 (Inversion)
A Role-play
	Progress Test 5

	Week 8
	Passive Voice 

North Star 4:  Unit 4

Animal Intelligence
	Video 6 (Verb Tenses)
	Progress Test 6

	Week 9
	Modal Verbs 

North Star 4:  Unit 4

Animal Intelligence

	Video 7 (Passive Voice)
Debates
	Progress Test 7 

	Week 10
	Conditionals 

North Star 4:  Unit 5

Longevity
	Video 8 (Modal Verbs)
	Progress Test 8

	Week 11
	Sequence of Tenses 

North Star 4:  Unit 5

Longevity
	Video 9 (Conditionals) 

	Progress Test 9

	Week 12
	Phrasal Verbs
Listening Practice
	Video 10 (Sequence of Tenses) 
An individual research

presentation
	Progress Test 10

	Week 13
	Pronouns
Listening Practice
	Video 11 (Phrasal Verbs)
An individual research

presentation
	Progress Test 11

	Week 14
	Prepositions 

Listening Practice
	Video 12 (Pronouns)
An individual research

presentation
	Progress Test 12

	Week 15
	Revision
	Bonus Video (Topic of Students’ Choice) 
	Final Test


8. Course Expectations

We are striving to build a community where everyone is respected and accepted. Some of your activities will have a collaborative nature: a group project and presentation, online and classroom discussions. In all your communication, please be tactful and polite. 
Cheating or plagiarism in any form is unacceptable! All work submitted by a student must represent her/his own ideas, concepts, and current understanding. Any content that is referenced or has small amounts of material quoted should be cited using APA format. Images or other media used in projects should be original, used with permission, or come from public domain. You will find resources for the APA style and free media on our Moodle course site. 
9. Homework

Home assignments are an integral and important component of the instruction. All home assignments should be completed on time, by the deadline. No exceptions. If you miss, or do not understand, a home assignment, you must check with your instructor or with another student.  Below you will see the types of home assignments you will have during this course. 

10. Personal Issues

If you have any problems concerning the course material or the classroom instruction, you are encouraged to immediately discuss it with your instructor, or your advisor, outside of class time—during “office hours” (by appointment).
