American University of Central Asia Fall 2016
News-Writing I 
Tuesdays/Thursdays 17:00-18:15
Instructor:

Christopher Schwartz
Office Hours:

Mondays/Wednesdays 14:30-16:30 + Special appointment
E-mail:

schwartz_c@auca.kg
Course Description:
This course will introduce you to the basics of writing news for text media. Our main focus will be upon news reports for newspapers, newsletters, journals and news websites. You will be trained in reporting method, especially how to use the Inverted Pyramid (Перевернутая пирамида). This is a mnemonic device that American journalists have used for many years to help them organize information and write reports:
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My goal as a teacher is not only to train you to become journalists, but also to help you develop skills that will be useful in other professional careers and hopefully in your personal lives, as well. News-writing entails critical thinking skills, research and investigation skills, writing skills and psychological skills, including developing your own self-knowledge as a person and professional. The majority of these skills are universal: you may learn how to use them specifically in the context of journalism, but as you go forward in life, hopefully you will find many other ways to use them. 
Targeted Knowledge and Skills:
· The nature of news and journalistic storytelling, including main forms of journalistic inquiry (e.g., observation, interviewing, and documentation).
· Special concepts that journalists employ because of their special relationship to the audience (e.g., objectivity and a detached point of view, voice of the people, etc.) and government (e.g., the adversarial, or watchdog, role of the press, etc.).
· How to use the Inverted Pyramid, with emphasis upon various techniques to write the lead (first few paragraph of the story) and organize the body and tail (conclusion) of the report.
· Developing and handling news sources (e.g., finding the right news sources and preparing for and conducting interviews), then handling quotes and attribution.

Grading: Grading is done according to a 100% scale. You will be graded based upon two factors: participation and homework assignments, each of which are worth 50% of your total grade. Grading for participation is invariable and grading for homework assignments is variable, meaning participation is graded according to a set standard but homework assignments are graded differently according to each assignment.
Participation: Your participation grade is cumulative, meaning it is calculated according to the average total of classes. We have 15 weeks of classtime this semester and approximately two classes per week, hence we will have more or less 30 classes together. In addition to this will be the class training project. If you get 100% for participation and 100% for homework assignments for each and every class, then your final grade will be 100%.
· Attendance: This is a quantitative grade, meaning the measures are easy to identify and easy to calculate. If you come to a class on time, you receive 100% for attendance for that class; if you come late, you receive 50%. You are permitted three absences per semester. If you need more absences, you must provide a written and authorized explanation either in person or via e-mail to me. If you do not provide such a document, you will receive 0% for each class you miss after the minimum three. 
· Participation: This is a qualitative grade, meaning the measures are more about my interpretation of your work in my capacity as your teacher. This is primarily a grade for what you do inside the classroom. I primarily want to see you answer questions and dialogue with me and each other. For example, if you do this just a little each class and I feel that this is because you are disengaged, you might receive 60%. However, if I feel you are just an introverted person but you are actively interested and listening, you might receive 70-80%.You will only ever receive the dreaded 0% if you are disruptive or rude.
Homework Assignments: The grading for these will vary depending upon the assignment. For example, if I simply need you to make a list of five things and you accomplish this, a quantitative grade would be the most natural, therefore you will probably get 100%. Unfortunately, as you will soon learn, how to use the Inverted Pyramid is not a clear and easy thing to do, and so often a qualitative grade will be used. 

I will never expect perfection from you, although of course the better you perform the assignment, the better your grade. Because journalism is very concerned with deadlines, it is important that you are not late with assignments. You should think of me as your “editor”. Nevertheless, often I will consult with the class when setting the deadline for an assignment (as a good editor should do). 
Other important things relevant to grading:
	Scale

	A
	94-100%
	C+
	77-79%

	A-
	90-93%
	C
	74-76%

	B+
	87-89%
	C-
	70-73%

	B
	84-86%
	D
	65-69%

	B-
	80-83%
	F
	64% and below


· It is possible that we may also conduct a class training project. This is basically a giant exercise for all of the students and involves the collective and collaborative development of a real news story, possibly in multiple languages, the goal of which is to be published in a real news agency. If we do this, then the participation grade will be expanded so as to incorporate out-of-classroom participation.
· Officially, this course will be in English. For some of you, learning how to write news in English will be very difficult. I will of course take that into consideration.
· Because this is a practical course, I am not planning on giving you mid-term and final exams. I may, however, assign to you mid-term and final assignments. If I do, you should expect these to be worth double (2Í100%) a normal homework assignment.
· Regarding plagiarism, bribery, and other bad habits – plagiariasm automatically results in a failure for the assignment (0%), while attempted bribery automatically results in a failure for the course and I will report you to the university.
· If you disagree with your grade, please speak to me in person. If disagreement persists, then speak with your academic advisor about filing an appeal. In the event that I am your academic advisor, please speak with the faculty head.
· I am open to the possibility of providing extra credit, but the conditions for this need to be discussed in class and agreed upon collectively.
Required Texts: During the course, I will provide you samples of good and bad news-writing. 
Tentative Course Schedule: This course schedule is subject to change. It has been designed with two things in mind: patience and flexibility. Specifically, patience in the sense that to my understanding there will be a News-Writing II course in the Spring 2017 semester, and flexibility in the sense that many of the concepts and skills you will be learning are difficult, and so it is important to spend whatever proves to be the necessary amount of learning time at the beginning in order to avoid potentially fatal misunderstandings at the end.
	Content
	Homework

	Week 1

	Get to know each other. 

Has anyone done any journalism yet? 

What is journalism? 
	Read the syllabus. 

Make a bullet journal.

	Week 2

	Why have you chosen journalism?

- what do you envision?

- what are your interests/fears professionally?

- what are your interests/fears existentially?

Introduction of the concept of the “beat”:

- specialization

- why this is not simply “what you cover” as a journalist but also involves your persona
	Self-knowledge lists.

	Week 3

	Basic journalism terms
	TBD

	Week 4

	What journalists do: the elements of good reporting  - sourcing

- quoting

- fact-checking and truth-standards

- audience “mind-reading”
	Recall/find an example of a news report that really impacted you, share with class and explain why.

	Week 5

	Related skills: the elements of good writing 

- AP style

- spelling, grammar and syntax

- precision, clarity, pacing, transitions
	Assessment of English skills, including knowledge of AP style. (Open consideration to other languages).

	Week 6

	Introducing the Inverted Pyramid (1).
	Try writing a lead.

	Week 7

	Introducing the Inverted Pyramid (2).
	Try writing a lead + body.

	Week 8

	Introducing the Inverted Pyramid (3).
	Try writing a lead + body + tail.

	Week 9

	TBD: practical assignment + class review/discussion.
	TBD

	Week 10

	TBD: practical assignment + class review/discussion.
	TBD

	Week 11

	TBD: practical assignment + class review/discussion.
	TBD

	Week 12

	TBD: practical assignment + class review/discussion.
	TBD

	Week 13

	TBD: practical assignment + class review/discussion.
	TBD

	Week 14

	TBD: practical assignment + class review/discussion.
	TBD

	Week 15

	TBD: practical assignment + class review/discussion.
	TBD
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